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Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425).
Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12).
Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b)).

Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c)).




Item 5.02 Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Certain Officers; Compensatory Arrangements of
Certain Officers

Decision to Resign and Not Stand for Reelection

On May 11, 2015, Jonathan Lewis, M.D., Ph.D. notified ZIOPHARM Oncology, Inc., or the Company, of his decision to resign effective
immediately and not to stand for re-election at the Company’s 2015 Annual Meeting of Stockholders, or the Annual Meeting. Dr. Lewis’ decision to resign
and not to stand for re-election was not a result of any disagreement with the Company on any matter relating to the Company’s operations, policies or
practices, or other occurrence that would require disclosure under Item 5.02(a) of Form 8-K. A copy of Dr. Lewis’ resignation email is filed as Exhibit 17.1 to
this Current Report on Form 8-K and is incorporated herein by reference.

As aresult of Dr. Lewis’ resignation, there is now one vacancy on the Company’s board of directors. The Company’s board of directors has
determined not to nominate a new nominee for election at the Annual Meeting to fill the vacancy created by Dr. Lewis’ resignation.
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17.1 Email from Jonathan Lewis, M.D., Ph.D. to the board of directors of ZIOPHARM Oncology, Inc., dated May 11, 2015
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Exhibit 17.1
May 11, 2015
Dear BOD Colleagues,
I write to inform you of my resignation from the ZIOP BOD with immediate effect.

I also express my enormous respect, affection, and gratitude to each and every one of you. I thank you for the privilege and honor of being able to serve as
CEO and Board Member of ZIOP.

With every best wish.
Respectfully yours,

Jon



